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lainys daily committed here as will make y' Hon r for the future 
use this country as Virginia does. To spare my horses I walked 
on foot and came here, but now I find 2 of my horses rid to death 
the other 2 stolen, for after 10 days are not found, sv" of my men 
are in the same case. 

If yo' Hon r doth not think fitt to send back the shallop for me 
.* * I would come by this opportunity but am unwilling to 
leave men * * * of whom 1 is killed, 10 wounded & 4 sick, 
so have not above 7 or '8 well with me. 

May So. Carolina flourish when I bleed & suffer * * * 
body do ten times more than I can pretend to do for its advance- 
ment. 

May * * me and my poor men, and send some corn to 
help ye poor Yamassees home, they * * when all others Left 
me in the midst of my greatest extremity. 

I am with * * 

Your Hon" most obedient Servant, 

Barnwell. 
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Head of Elk, M'ch 3rd, 1781. 
Sir, 

The arrival of a French squadron in the Bay will have for some 
days raised your Excellency's Expectations and you have, I hope, 
Received a letter from me wherein I informed your Excellency 
that I was coming to Virginia with Continental detachment, and 
that the Commander in Chief had been pleased to give me the 
Command of an expedition against Portsmouth. Since that 
time our troops have marched with an extreme Rapidity, thirty 
miles some times in a day and through the most Heavy rains and 
difficult roads they arrived at Head of Elk this morning, which 
is three days sooner than was expected from the circumstance, 
our vessels have been found in Readiness and my best exertions 
are employed in procuring and embarking our stores and men 
as fast as possible. When your Excellency receives this we 
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shall be very near, if not quite Ready. But the Return of Mons. 
de Tilly to Rhode Island must have retarded the preparation 
against Portsmouth. 

It is with the Highest Satisfaction that I can impart to your 
Excellency a [news] which has been communicated to Gen. 
Washington the necessity of keeping it from Everybody's 
knowledge is obvious, it is that Mons. de Tilly Having taken 
the Romulus, a British 5fty gun ship. This vessel with the 
frigates will be sent into the Bay to protect our Operations. 
This has been said to me most confidentially. 

In consequence of this the Commander in Chief orders me to 
embark as soon as possible and Be Ready to sail when I hear of 
the arrival of french ships in the Bay. He also directs that I 
will send instructions to the Commanding officer in Virginia for 
to make every preparation to a speedy and powerful co-operation. 
I am told that Baron de Steuben does not command any more 
about Portsmouth and Has joined General Greene. 

I therefore Request that your Excellency be pleased to send 
the enclosed to the Commanding Officer whom I am to join 
and I beg you will add such instructions and orders as will for- 
ward our preparations. 

The first article is of course to collect militia. Our operation 
must be short. Arnold is marched. Tories, Sailors & perhaps 
Negroes will be added to His Regular troops. Some works 
must be made against fortifications, and for all this Your Excel- 
lency will be sensible of the Necessity to Have a large corps of 
militia. The detachment now at this place is of 1200 men. As 
to the disposition to be made of the militia the first point is to 
guard the posts and cut off all possibility of Escaping By any 
Bold or forced push. The second to avoid Being too much ex- 
posed before we come, and to be in a good situation to form a 
junction. 

Provisions, Arms, &c, for the militia will Require Your Ex- 
cellency's Attention, and as our Horses can be embarked at 
this place a great quantity of them, principally for the artillery, 
will be Requisite. 

I Beg leave to suggest to Your Excellency the propriety of 
Having some Heavy pieces and ammunition to add to our train 
of artillery. Boats to land our troops and scows for the can- 
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non will be much wanting, and the greater abundance of Boats 
we can collect, the nigher to the Enemy we may venture to 
land. 

It will also Be Very important to add to the Squadron as many 
public or private armed vessels as can Be Collected. I Wish 
Some could have been sent up for our security during the pas- 
sage on the Bay down to the Mouth of James River where I 
expect the french Ships will be ready to Co-operate as much as 
it is in their power. 

Independant of the armed vessels it will be very Important to 
Have galleys that may enter the Rivers and perhaps annoy the 
enemy's flanks. The advantage of Having good pilots for the 
Rivers will appear obvious. 

(Give me Leave to Request Your Excellency to Be pleased to 
direct that the fort at York be put in the best State of defence, 
the Safety of the french squadron wholly depends upon this 
point and we Have assured them this fort would Be particularly 
attended to.) 

May I take the Liberty of addressing Your Excellency on a 
Subject Highly interesting to me. It is to Be Pleased to furnish 
me with the Best maps of that part of Virginia, and the most 
accurate accounts that may Be in Your Excellency's or any 
Body's possession; this Article is very essential. 

I Beg Your Excellency will excuse the liberty I take to Be so 
very particular and engross your time by the most minute de- 
tails, But I know that Your Excellency's Authority and personal 
influence can alone procure us the many articles Necessary to 
our Success. A large Body of Militia Collected in the Shortest 
time is absolutely essential. These considerations, Sir, Have 
emboldened me to the Liberty Which I have presumed to take. 

Humbly Requesting that Your Excellency Be pleased to 
answer to me both at Head of Elk and By the Commanding 
Officer near Portsmouth in case your letter comes Here too late. 

I have the Honor to Be with the Highest Respect, 

Your Excellency's Most obedient Humble Serv't, 

Lafayette. 
To Gov. Jefferson. 
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Malvern Hills, July 27th, 1781. 
Sir, 

Inclosed I have the Honor of transmitting Your Excellency a 
paragraph of a letter from Col. Parker and some papers men- 
tioned in it. 

I have the Honor to be 

Your Excellency's Ob't Humble Serv't, 

Lafayette. 
To Gov. Nelson. 



Camp Fork of York River, Aug. 17, 1781. 
Sir, 

I have been honored with Your Excellency's letter of the 15th. 
Inclosed is a copy of my letter to Mr. Clayborne which I am 
in hopes will put our business in a train, and, at least make Mr. 
G * * * feel his mistake. 
I have the honor to be 

Your Excellency's Most Ob't S, 

Lafayette. 
To His Excellency Governor Nelson. 



Head Quarters, 20th August, 1781. 
Sir, 

Mr. Jones the Continental Field Commissary of Military Stores 
having represented that' he cannot proceed in the execution of 
his department without a supply of Money. I have to request 
from your Excellency, your order on the treasury in his favor 
for a sum not less than thirty thousand pounds. 
I have the honor to be sir 

Your Excellency's most ob't serv't, 

Lafayette. 
To His Excellency Gov. Nelson. 

One of the fleet consisting of 30 sails. 24 taken by Mr. de la 
Motte picket. 

Holt's Forge, 2nd Sep., 1781. 
D' Sir, 

I wish I had the pleasure of seeing you, I have not been 
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able to procure an interview with any of the Commissaries. 
(The French Troops are landing at James Town, so that I re- 
quest your Excellency should any of the Commissaries be within 
your reach you will do what is necessary on the occasion. ) 
I have the honor to be 

Your Excellency Most Ob't 

Lafayette. 
To Gov' Nelson. 



Near Nowel's Mill, 4th Sept., 1781. 
D' Sir, 

(The French Troops are at Jamestown without provisions, par- 
ticularly without one grain of flour. ) I have not seen nor cannot 
find a commissary. Let me entreat your Excellency to forward 
in vessels all the flour within your reach. The want of provis- 
ions is what these troops have neither experienced the last nor 
the present war. 

(Perhaps the general has been more explicit in his letter to 
your Excellency respecting his route than in that to me. His 
Cavalry may come by land but I expect the other troops will 
come by Water from the Head of Elk. ) The provision you may 
have set apart for this purpose can be stored on the Potomack 
and Rappahannock. I have the honor to be my dear Sir, 
Your Excellency's most obedient 

Lafayette. 
To His Excellency Gov. Nelson. 



Williamsburg, Sept. 8, 1781. 
D' Sir, 

Mr. Mason comes with a great character of his industry and 
ability in the Commissarial line. He will deliver Your Excel- 
lency this letter and will be able to tell you what is our present 
Situation. I have requested him to forward from Richmond, 
&c, whatever flour, &c, he may find. If any govermental 
assistance is necessary I pray your Excellency to afford it. 
I have the honor to be D r Sir, 

Your Excellency's ob't 

Lafayette. 
To Gov. Nelson. 



